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of those political principles, which still make the throne of every Euro- 
pean monarch rock under him as with the throes of an earthquake." (p. 
142) There follows a narration of incidents which are considered liable 
to embroil us with these nations, who are extremely jealous of us as an 
active and enterprising, and a grasping and ambitious people. These 
symptoms of an explosion called forth recommendations on his part which 
would give little comfort to the peace-at-any-price advocate of our time ; 
"To do justice invariably to every nation," he wrote, "and at the same 
time to fix our military, naval and fiscal establishment upon a founda- 
tion adequate to our defense and enabling us to obtain justice from 
them." (p. 144) Referring at another time to the attitude of Americans 
toward the outcome of the war of 1812, he said : ' ' They look too in- 
tently to their triumphs and turn their eyes too lightly away from 
their disasters." . . "At the same time it is not 'ignoble ease and 
peaceful sloth' that I would counsel. An efficient revenue and a grow- 
ing navy, these are the pillars of my peace." His ardent spirit of na- 
tionalism was intensified through his intimate knowledge of external 
relations. Many times he emphasized this point of view which dominat- 
ed his acts as secretary of state. "They (United States) are at this mo- 
ment the strongest nation upon the globe for every purpose of jus- 
tice. . . May they be armed in thunder for the defense of right,. and 
self -shackled in eternal impotence for the support of wrong." (p. 62) 

Besides the complications of diplomacy which caused him to "be- 
come a favorite target for sharp-shooters," there were incessant demands 
of office which were revolting to one of his nature. "The beggars for 
office," "the tribe of those door-bursters of public confidence" as he 
dubbed the horde whose "quires of vouchers and testimonials" he was 
called on to "sit with sad civility and read" in support of their claim 
for office, (p. 274) It is remarkable that with the indispensable business 
which crowded him almost to distraction, he should have been able to 
evolve a system for indexing all diplomatic correspondence (Memoirs rv, 
98) and to prepare a report on weights and measures (Memoirs iv, 

159). 

J. A. James 

Abraham Lincoln, the lawyer-statesman. By John T. Richards, former 
president, Chicago bar association. (Boston and New York: 
Houghton Mifflin company, 1916. 260 p. $2.50 net) 
As the already long list of Lincolniana lengthens, one wonders where 
its limits are; and too often an examination of the "latest arrival" 
leads one to feel that it is but a poor repetition of what has been al- 
ready said and said well. Fortunately, however, Richards' little vol- 
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ume, Abraham Lincoln, the lawyer-statesman, is a contribution to our 
knowledge of the great president, and for that reason it deserves to be 
read and even studied with care. 

Perhaps less has been known of Mr. Lincoln 's career as a lawyer than 
of any other phase of his life. His early boyhood, his struggle for a 
livelihood, his activities in local and state politics, his contest with Doug- 
las, and of course his later life at Washington, seem to have been studied 
with care and judgment. Lincoln's reputation as a lawyer, however, 
has rested on passing notices of his biographers and on the unconfirmed 
and often false traditions which may be found in every town in which 
he practiced law. 

Mr. Richards has gone beyond both sources in an attempt to deter- 
mine just how Lincoln ranked as a lawyer among his legal associates, and 
in doing so he appears to have covered the field with great care and good 
judgment. He brings to bear the opinion of men who sat on the bench 
before Mr. Lincoln as well as those who associated with him at the coun- 
sel's table. Better yet he has brought to light and analyzed the cases 
in which Mr. Lincoln took an active part, the spoken and written opinion 
of law and points of law which he expressed in court, and the more pro- 
found and careful opinion he expressed after he became a public servant. 

Mr. Richards believes that Mr. Lincoln was a great lawyer in every 
sense of the word; that he knew law, both as regards facts and theory; 
that he honored his profession by being dignified and honest in every de- 
tail, and that he understood and had a wholesome respect for the consti- 
tution. The author not only so believes, but he has made an excellent 
case by presenting the results of his study in a logical and scholarly 
fashion. 

As a writer on Lincoln, Mr. Richards deserves yet more commendation. 
He understands local history and geography, or least his book shows that 
some one familiar with these phases of Illinois has had a hand in its 
making. For that reason, if for no other, it would stand rather unique 
among the recent books on the same subject. 

The trained lawyer may find shortcomings in the volume, and even er- 
rors of facts and expressions, for portions of it are technical as they were 
intended to be. The historian, however, will find in it not only a little- 
understood side of the great emancipator's life, but also a clearer con- 
ception of early law and early lawyers. 

Charles M. Thompson 

Union portraits. By Gamaliel Bradford. (Boston and New York: 
Houghton Mifflin company, 1916. 330 p. $1.50 net) 
The time seems not far distant when the final estimates may be made 
of the personal character of the men who participated in the civil war 



